Before the Foundation of Buda
The political center of the medieval Hungarian kingdom, called medium regni by contemporaries -to which later the territory of the capital and the royal residence belonged -was marked from the first half of the eleventh century by ecclesiastical foundations (see Fig. 8 .1). The earliest foundations bordered the royal forest of the Pilis, the southernmost edges of which reached as far as Buda. I will not deal with the whole medium regni area in this study, but only with the part which belonged to the territory of the future capital. One of these foundations -the first in this region, in fact -was St Peter's collegiate chapter of Buda (later Óbuda), founded by King Peter in the 1040s.1 The chapter was always styled "of Buda", although it did not in fact move into the new city on the Castle Hill. Its estates extended over parts of the later capital. St Peter's chapter was the most important ecclesiastical institution on the territory of Buda before the foundation of the new city on the Castle Hill.
Despite the fact that the territory was part of the medium regni -but possibly because of the presence of the chapter -monastic foundations can be attested to only relatively late. South of the later capital, banus Apa of the Becsegergely kindred founded his family monastery in the middle of the twelfth century, transforming the earlier parish church of the village of Kána into an abbey. Characteristically for medieval Hungary, the foundation can be dated only by the fact that the founder is mentioned in charters between 1150 and 1158. The abbey itself is first mentioned only in 1236 as having common estates with the nearby Benedictine abbey of Telki, thus implying that Kána abbey was also Benedictine. The two abbeys leased their fields in Pest minor (i.e. the part of Pest on the right bank of the Danube) to the burghers of Pest in 1240.2 In 1258 the patroness of the abbey, Petronella, mentioned the abbey in her testament.3 The estates of the monastery are mentioned in 1325,4 but the abbey itself disappears for more than a century, although its continued existence has been proven by archaeological investigations.5 Finally, Paul, the priest of Buda and governor of the abbey, is mentioned in 1495.6
Shortly before the official foundation of the new capital, the presence of the royal court intensified in the area. Many of the charters of King Béla iv were issued in Óbuda, even before 1241. Further expressions of royal interest were the foundation of new ecclesiastical institutions like the Premonstratensian provostry on the Margaret Island and the donation of a large landed property to the newly founded Cistercian abbey at Petrovaradin (now in Serbia).
The small Premonstratensian provostry on Margaret Island was founded before 1225 by King Andrew ii and existed until the end of the fifteenth century,
